48                      The Election of Otto IV

Henry VI for the payment of his uncle's ransom. Released from captivity,
Richard continued to promote his nephew's welfare; a project was set on
foot to secure for him the succession to the Scottish throne by marrying
him to Margaret, the daughter and heiress of William the Lion, and when
this fell through he was enfeoffed with the county of Poitou (1196).
It would be a great stroke of policy if Richard could now secure for his
nephew the imperial throne; for it would strengthen enormously his
position against Philip Augustus. He was prepared to spend much money
and labour to carry a project so much to his advantage to a successful
conclusion.

Personally Otto was not a man to attract supporters. To the gentle
Hohenstaufen, the rather boorish Welf presents a striking contrast. He
was a tall, powerfully built, athletic young man; like his uncle, King
Bichard, a brave, dashing, impetuous soldier who "roaring like a lion's
whelp, incited by the desire of plunder, eager for the battle, fought for
victory or death."1 But this is all that can be said for him. lie had no
intellectual gifts; he was proud and stupid, obstinate and lacking in
diplomatic skill. In this regard he may seem strangely unsuited for the
position he had been chosen to fill; but other and more obvious men bad
been approached without success, for it was not altogether an enviable task
to lead a small group of malcontents against the great power that the
Hohenstaufen could command in Germany. Obto was something- of a pw
aller^ and as such he had much to commend him; the money which was
forthcoming from England appealed strongly to the German princes, and
the close commercial connexion between England and Cologne assured him
a welcome in that city, which had long been prominent <us the centre of
anti-Hohenstaufen feeling. So at an adjourned meeting held at Andernach
about Easter time his candidature was definitely adopted; Count Enrich
of Leiningen was despatched to fetcb him from Poitou. On 17 May he
was at Liege whence^ accompanied by Archbishop Adolf, he proceeded to
Cologne.

From the arrival at Cologne events moved rapidly. Immediately after
his formal election on 9 June he marched on Aix-la-Chapelle; the handful
of knights that Philip had thrown into the town could offer no effective
resistance to the large forces Otto brought against it. After a short siege
it fell into his hands (10 July). On the llth he strengthened his position
among the princes of the Netherlands by betrothing himself to the
daughter of the Duke of Brabant; on the 12th he was crowned by the
Archbishop of Cologne in the great church at Aix-la-Chapelle. However
irregular and unrepresentative his election might be, the fact that he had
been crowned in the traditional place of coronation and at the hands of
the man whose right to perform it was sanctioned by the custom of two

1 Arnold of Lubeck, TT, 2, "rugiens ut catulus leouis/' an allusion to the family
name Welf (whelp). See Pertz' note to his edition of Arnold, SOUS, p. 220. Perhaps
there is also an allusion to his father Henricus Leo.